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Greetings from your Chapter Directors 
 
As I set in front of this monitor and keyboard scratching my bald head, I say self where did the time go.  It seems just like yesterday 
that Sam and I agreed to take over the chapter to keep it from being shuttered by the District Director.  Though there are different 
starting dates for official vs. actual, Sam and I lack just a couple of months of being your Chapter Directors for three (3) years.  We 
cannot say enough to former and present staff members who have helped us along this journey.  Running a Chapter is not a one man 
show and it takes dedicated volunteers to make things work. And  we can say is that the Chapter is in better shape than when we took 
over in part to you the membership and our  leadership team(s). 
 
This changing of the guard with Roy and Lena assuming the Chapter Directorship comes January 1, and it will be the first orderly 
succession of leadership in almost seven years.  The last two (2) Directors left without notice and no explanation to their “friends” and 
the membership family.  Roy and Lena are currently polling our membership to select a “new” staff – leadership team for the coming 
year 2010.    I hope that when they approach you for a position that you will step forward, volunteer your services and time to continue 
GWRRA Ky-C.  
 
If there would be one wish to be granted me; that there is better participation in our GWRRA Chapter rides.  If you review the average 
number of members who take advantage of our planned rides and joint events with other GWRRA Chapters it would only be about 4.  
Now there have been a couple of specials like the “Hot Brown”, “Great American Hot Dog Ride” and our “Moonlight / Sweet Hearts 
Ride” where the numbers have been greater due to the members of the Thursday Night Riders joining our planned Chapter rides.  A 
Chapter that rides together stays together.  Seldom do we recall something that happened at a meeting but us 
can always remember, talk about and kid one another about something that happened on a ride long or short.  For instance 
being able to be listening on a CB one night in September when Bruce, James and Jerry which we all knew were traveling at 
a high rate of speed went from an asphalt paved highway to tracked gravel on the Viking Trail (430) in Newfoundland.  Or setting 
outside a motel in Pigeon Forge attending the “Spring Fling” and listening to Bruce complaining about ½ half of his windshield 
being cleaned and not wanting to pay to get the other ½ cleaned.  This is what makes GWRRA chapter life more like a family. 
Attending meetings is important but the total GWWRA experience is completed with the ride long or short.  The comrade ship,  
“The Esprit de Corp” of riding own that ribbon of highway with the enthusiasm of exploring far off places, those forgotten 
towns/places by-passed by the super slab and enjoying the wonders of this great creation called earth. 
 
At our next meeting we will finalize our Chapters Christmas party which will be December the 5th at the “Down Under” in 
Nicholasville.  As always the Chapter will furnish the meat and the membership will bring their favorite “pot luck” dishes, 
snacks and soft drinks.  We will have signup sheets at our November meeting so that there will not be duplicates and  
Lena promised to make a double portion of those Letcher county mashed potatoes as they ran out real early at last years 
celebration.  We will also have our version of gift exchange with a cost of $10.00 but not more than $15.00. 
 
Speaking of food there are a few cookbooks available and that make wonderful Christmas gifts.  We received our 
commission check from the district in the amount of $20.00 which has been given to our treasurer.  And for those 
bal l cap collectors in your family, give them one of our “BlueGrass Wings” cap.  These items are available from Roy  
and Lena.  Hope to have a couple of examples for a chapter patch which we are out of.   The embroidery house that 
has our stitchery program is working on it and maybe we will have it before we leave office. 
 
And we leave with this quote from Henry Ford: 
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Preparing for Winter  
 

Maybe this is not actually rider ed, but still pertaining to our precious Goldwings – it is pertinent information – information taken from 
Stu Oltman … Wing World Magazine, November 2000 and 2006.  Also thanks to John Harris, KY-G for his article. 
 
Winter is a rude fact of life for all of us who make our homes in Kentucky.  Roads covered with salt, icicles hanging from every 
outdoor protuberance, and winds cold enough to take our breath.  All the nasty things that force us to tuck our motorcycles into what I 
like to call winter hibernation. 
 
For those of you who do not ride year round, getting a bike ready for its winter sleep isn’t difficult, but the little things you do before 
moving your baby to the corner of the garage or storage shed, will make a big difference in how you start next riding season.  And, 
when I say start, I mean that literally.  There’s nothing quite as frustrating as starting your bike in April, only to discover the engine 
won’t run faster than idle because the carburetors are full of gum and varnish.  And the reason:  You didn’t stabilize the fuel back in 
November!     If this happens to you – its $NOT FUN$! So here are some things that are recommended to do to get your machines 
ready for winter: 
 
FUEL 
As I just mentioned, stabilizing fuel before a long storage period is vital to insuring a smooth start come April.  Since I’m not exactly 
sure when my last ride is going to be, I start adding stabilizer to my fuel on a regular basis starting in October.  Waiting until you’ve 
“shut down” for the winter is not the time to add stabilizer.  Adding stabilizer to the fuel after your last ride does an outstanding job of 
treating the fuel in the tank, but doesn’t do a darn thing for the fuel in the carburetors or fuel injection system. 
 
OIL   
I believe it’s imperative that the engine oil be changed just before winter storage!  Internal combustion engines produce acids and 
other contaminants as they run.  Most of the solid contaminants, like tiny pieces of metal that wear off engine parts as they rub 
together, are caught in the oil filter.  Acids and other liquid contaminants stay in the oil, and are drained out when the oil is changed.  
If the oil is left in the engine for a long period of time, the contaminants in the oil can start doing nasty things to the inside of your 
motor.  NOT GOOD!   
 
BATTERY  
Number one myth on the battery hit parade is that a battery will lose power if stored on a concrete floor.  Baloney!  Lead acid 
batteries slowly discharge no matter what, but putting the battery on a concrete floor won’t speed up the process.  No matter where 
you store your battery during the winter season, it is important to keep a charger/maintainer hooked to it at all times.  Attach a Battery 
Tender or other specialized charger that won’t overcharge the battery.  If the battery is left in the bike, it’s a good idea to disconnect 
the cables to prevent any parasitic drain. 
 
WARMING HER UP … NOT!  
Lastly, and I’m going to ruffle some feathers with this one:  I don’t believe it’s a good idea to start your bike and let it run during the 
“off season!”  If you’ve prepared the bike properly, long periods of storage will not harm it in the least!  On the contrary, dragging it 
outside and “warming it up” during winter storage will produce condensation inside the engine, contaminating that nice clean oil you 
put in just before you put it away, and doing all kinds of other nasty things inside the motor and transmission.  You don’t want water 
inside your engine/transmission or exhaust!  Stu Oltman, our trusted technical editor for Wing World Magazine, strongly advises 
against the practice.  “You’d have to run the engine a minimum of 30 minutes after full warm-up  to insure that all the moisture has 
burned out,” Oltman says, “Why bother with that!  You prepared it properly.  Now, just kiss it good night, and turn out the light till 
next spring.” 
 
In conclusion:  Put stabilizer in the fuel early enough to insure it has a chance to treat the entire fuel system.  Change the oil the day 
the first salt truck dumps its load on the streets.  After changing the oil, crank the engine just long enough to circulate the oil (about 10 
to 15 seconds), then shut it off!   Disconnect the cables at the battery.  If you have a lead acid battery, make sure the fluid level is at 
max, and hook up the charger/maintainer. 
 
If you’re not going to add chrome or do any “deep cleaning,” like I do, during the off-season, move you’re beauty to its place of rest, 
put it on the center stand, and like Stu says, “kiss it good night and turn out the light.” 
 
 

RIDER EDUCATION  
Jerry Elam 

“Share the Knowledge” 
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Congratulations to our district’s newest GWRRA chapter, KY-Z Somerset! 
Last Saturday, November 7th, Roy Talbee and I met up at the BP at the intersection 
of routes US27 and SR34.  It was 12:15.  From there we rode to Science Hill, 
Kentucky, where the kick-off of chapter KY-Z was to take place.  When we arrived 
in Science Hill, we weren’t exactly sure where the church was and a couple of other 

Goldwingers, one on a trike, and another in a 4-wheeler, pulled up along side us to try to determine where the 
church was.  Fortunately for us, Jerry and Marilyn Elam had been shadowing us, and they came to our rescue 
and had us all follow them to the location. 
Once there we met up with fellow goldwingers from the various district chapters, as well as the region N 
director, Frank Albert, and the Kentucky district staff.  We had some refreshments, chatted with old and new 
friends, and we witnessed Frank hand chapter Z its official charter.   
After that we took a break to allow the new chapter set up for the remainder of the meeting.  Some of us even 
attempted to try our hand at a game or two of corn hole toss.  My apologies to Roy Talbee who partnered with 
me during a couple of the games.  He might have faired a little better if he had had a partner who knew how to 
toss! 
When 3:30 arrived, it was time for everyone to re-assemble.  At that time, the various chapters identified 
themselves and presented their donations to the new chapter.  Since we had already made our donation to KY-Z 
at our October meeting, we simply identified ourselves and provided well wishes.  After all the visiting chapters 
had made their donations and congratulatory remarks, chapter KY-Z began handing out the door prizes.  Since 
there was no microphone in the hall, I was drafted to read and call out the winning ticket numbers once they 
were drawn.  ( Can you say, “Your Attention Please!”) 
I will say this, chapter KY-Z got off to a great start!  Their 50/50 ticket sales enabled them to award one 
$125.00 prize, one $75.00 prize and two $50.00 prizes!  And, this did not include the chapter donations.  It was 
nice to see this kind of support coming from our district, especially in times like these. 
Finally, I wish to thank Bruce Bigelow, Jerry and Marilyn Elam (and Andrea), James Elam and Roy Talbee, for 
making the trip with me to Science Hill to represent our chapter during the proceedings.  We all had a great 
time, and the weather was great, too! 
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 � � Our riding is over for this year…..Planning will soon begin for next year…The staff will 
be  polling the membership prior to scheduling next years events 
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Complete Motorcycle Sales - Service Center   
Gold Wing Diagnostics 
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