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Greetings from your Chapter Directors 
 
Well April showers bring May flowers and maybe spring will be arriving soon.  Sure has been a lot going 
with the new UK basketball coach and the start of  our 2009  Chapter activities.  Don’t forget that our 
major source of funds for operating our Chapter this year will be our participation with Bell’s Honda 
in Georgetown open house.  It’s April the 18th from 10:00 AM till 4:00PM and we will be selling 50-50 
chances.  We will be giving away 25 – 15 – 10 to some lucky person that day and they do not have to be 
present to win.  After the drawing I will lead a mystery ride for a evening meal so clean that  bike up and 
come over, sit awhile, kick tires, tell tall tales, and help promote our Chapter.   Don’t forget to wear your 
vests .   
 
Our next meeting will be at Gatti-town Pizza in the K-mart shopping center on the south side of town 
(Nicholasville Road and New Circle).  Please note that this is not a permanent meeting location and that 
 we are still looking at other sites.  We should have a good turn out  for this meeting as Ky-C has captured 
the GWRRA  traveling plaque.  We now have a total of 7 points thanks to Lena and Roy our ACD’s and 
yours truly.  Chapter KY-W did not keep it long and we thank them for going to Paintsville; bringing it 
closer to home. 
 
We still have openings on staff and are in dire needs of a “Membership Enhancement  Coordinator”. 
This position has to be filled and if you have some time to help our chapter out please contact Roy or 
myself and we will tell you the duties of this position..  
 
Please check our ride schedule and remember that our annual “Hot Brown Ride”  will be the second 
Saturday in May .  I must turn in a head count after our next meeting and if you are planning to attend 
Contact our Ride Coordinator Bruce Bigelow or myself.  This will be a 4 wheel event in the case of 
Inclement weather and we will depart at 4:00 PM if on 2 wheels and 5:00 PM if by automobile.�
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Russ and Sam Chapter Directors  “BlueGrass Wings” 
 See you at Bell’s Honda on the 18th or our meeting on the 28th  
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Conducting a Rider’s Meeting 

\ 

Since we are at the beginning of the riding season, I thought we should brush up on one of the simplest and most effective ways to 
reduce the risk for our group on a ride.  In the same way that a Safety talk at our Chapter Gathering and a Safety Article in our 
newsletter really bring Motorcycle safety to the forefront of our Chapter activities, there is a simple effective way to do this 
something on every ride.  In fact, not performing this simple activity before each ride is dangerous!  What I’m referring to is a 
Rider’s Meeting.  
\ 
I was surprised and shocked to find out that some chapters do not have a Rider’s Meeting before each ride.  The concept here is to 
get all the riders (and co-riders) together before departure to discuss the specifics (see below) of how the group is going to get 
from Point A to Point B.  This simple 3-5 minute meeting should be performed before EVERY ride, whether it’s a dinner ride, a 
day trip around your area, or a multi-day long trip.  With some larger chapters (and smaller growing chapters), you may have a 
completely different mix of riders from day-to-day and ride-to-ride.  Just having a Front Door and Back Door who know what’s 
going on is not enough; it’s a GROUP ride, not a blind-leading-the-blind ride.  Get everyone on the same page before they get on 
the bikes!!  
\ 
If you don’t have a rider’s meeting, how do you know who is going to lead, what CB channel you will run on, and what channel 
you will go to as an alternate in case of high CB traffic or interference?  I’ve heard of groups who know to meet at a certain place 
and then they kind of work out the order and route and such as they’re going down the road.  This is certainly far from a risk 
reduction technique.  Some will say that ‘my chapter members’ already know this stuff since we ride together so often.  OK, 
that’s fine; so what happens when someone new joins your group?  They’re lost, don’t know what everyone is doing, and they’re 
riding right behind YOU!  Not only is it intimidating to that new member (meaning they might not return), its downright 
dangerous to the group as a whole.  
\ 
So you’re leading a ride; the last thing you want is one more thing to deal with.  “Great!” you say, “I have to get a dozen bikes 
organized and on the road, allowing for the couple that over-slept, the other two bikes who arrived without gas, and that lone rider 
who always wants to ride by a different route than the one I planned last night (every group has one J)!   Now Dave has 
something else for me to do before I get to ride.”  Like a friend of mine puts it, trying to get a group out of the parking lot / Dairy 
Queen / souvenir shop on time is like herding cats!!  The Rider’s Meeting can actually help with this.  
\ 
Call your Rider’s Meeting about 10 minutes before your departure time; this will draw everyone in and get them thinking about 
the ride instead of that one last fresh-baked bear claw.  
\ 
Gather them in and tell them how and where they will be going and in what fashion.  
\ 
Remember that the key is clear and effective communication.  Just like over the CB, it is critical to make sure that everyone 
understands how the group will ride and where they are going, as well as other details (see below).  Take special consideration for 
those new or infrequent riders.  Your regulars will know the drill, and can probably run a Rider’s meeting in their sleep.  This is a 
secondary goal so that on those occasions where you cannot make a ride, the regulars can still step up and give a Rider’s meeting.  
The important thing is to get the chapter into a Safety Routine, having a Rider’s Meeting before each ride with certain key points 
ALWAYS covered (see below).  
 
Call the riders to the Rider’s Meeting.   P   Count the number of bikes going and break them into groups with a maximum of five 
to seven bikes per group.   P   Signify who will cover the front and back door spots.   P   Check to see if there are bikes without 
CB radios.   P   If you have bikes without CB radios – review the three basic hand signals:   1) single file; 2) staggered formation; 
and 3) road hazard warning.   P   Check to see if everyone is receiving and transmitting on their CB radios.   P   Check to see if 
there are any “new to the group” riders.   P   Let the group (s) know that you will be running in staggered formation on Channel 
______.   P   Make sure to designate each groups channel, if having more than one group on a ride.  
\ 
Always state this phrase, and do it three times in your Rider’s Meeting for maximum impact:   The most important thing is to 
Ride Your Own Ride (that’s 1).  “If the group is riding too fast for you, DON’T try to keep up.  Ride Your Own Ride (that’s 2) 
and the back door will let the group know that they need to slow up some.  If we’re riding too slowly for you, we will be more 
than happy to get out of your way and you can outride and meet us there (nothing wrong with out-riding!).  The most important 
thing is to stay within your personal comfort zone and not fall prey to peer-pressure.  Just Ride Your Own Ride (that’s 3) and 
have a good time.  
\ 
       

RIDER EDUCATION  
Jerry Elam 

“Share the Knowledge” 
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  RIDE Coordinator  
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 Due to our inability to contact everyone instantly about ride cancellations or changes , if  
you are planning on joining us on a schedule ride, try to give as much notice about your 
participation via e-mail or phone to me or the ride leader.  If something would happen we 
could contact you about any changes in time / location or cancellation / rescheduling  due to 
weather.  It will be Chapters C policy that no ride will start if it is raining at time of 
departure.  We might ride in the rain but it will b e  due to being caught out in it once the 
ride has started. 
 
My e-mail and phone number are listed on the cover of this newsletter  and I do have a 
answering machine on my phone. 
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Schedule for area GWRRA Chapters 
DATE RIDE DESTINATION - MEETING SCHEDULE 

  
APRIL  
10th - Friday Chapter N’s Monthly Meeting @ Vanessa’s Heavenly Temptations – Dry Ridge 
14th - Tuesday Chapter G's Monthly Meeting @ Ramada Inn – Florence    
15th - Wednesday Chapter G's First Ice Cream Ride of the Season 
18th - Saturday Chapter G - Dinner Ride - 5 PM - Tickets Sports Café, Covington, KY 
18th - Saturday Bell's Honda Open House - 10 AM  / 4PM   Ky- C Mystery Dinner Ride  Depart 4:30 PM 
20th - Monday Chapter V’s Monthly Meeting @ Silver Dinner - Richmond 
23rd - Thursday Chapter W’s Monthly Meeting @ Taste of China - Winchester 
  
MAY  
1st - Friday Chapter P  Monthly Meeting @ Heritage Honda   Meet @ 7:00 PM 
8th - Friday Chapter N’s Monthly Meeting @ Vanessa’s Heavenly Temptations – Dry Ridge 
9th - Saturday Chapter C - "Hot Brown Ride" - Depart at 4 PM 
9th - Saturday Chapter V - Day Ride to Bardstown - eat at Kurtz Restaurant 
12th - Tuesday Chapter G's Monthly Meeting @ Ramada Inn - Florence,  
15th - 17th - Fri-Sun Chapter G - Niehaus Appreciation Days - Litchfield, IL 
16th - Saturday Chapter G - Dinner Ride - 5 PM - The Riverwatch - Lawrenceburg, IN 
16th - Saturday Chapter V - Dinner Ride to Lee's Ford Boat Dock - 5 PM 
18th  -_ Monday Chapter V’s Monthly Meeting @ Silver Dinner - Richmond 
23rd – 25th   Sat – Mon   Chapter V - West Virginia Memorial Weekend Ride 
24th - Sunday Chapter G - Sunday Ride - 12 Noon - Nashville, IN 
25th - Monday Chapter G - Memorial Day Parade - Erlanger, KY - meet 8:30 AM  at 4432 Dixie Hwy - 

Parade starts at 9 AM - Breakfast follows at Colonial Cottage 
28th - Thursday Chapter W’s Monthly Meeting @ Taste of China - Winchester 
30th - Saturday Chapter V - Tim's Ride - Covered Bridges - eat at Kenney's - 8 AM 
  
JUNE  
5th – Friday` Chapter P  Monthly Meeting @ Heritage Honda   Meet @ 7:00 PM 
6th - Saturday Chapter V - Day Ride to Devil's Triangle, TN - 8 AM 
12th-13th - Fri - Sat GWRRA KY Ride-in at Elizabethtown, KY 
13th - Saturday Chapter G - Day Ride - 9 AM Air Force Museum - WPAFB, Dayton, OH - 6 PM Dinner 

Ride - Der Dutchman Restaurant - Waynesville, OH 
13th - 14th - Sat - Sun Chapter V - Day Ride to Falls Creek Falls, TN - 8 AM 
18th-20th - Thur - Sat West Virginia District Rally - Summerville, WV 
20th - Saturday Chapter V - Dinner Ride -- Our Best - 5 PM 
25th - Thursday Chapter W’s Monthly Meeting @ Taste of China - Winchester 
27th - Saturday Chapter C & W - Picnic Ride 
27th - Saturday Chapter V - Day Ride - Horse Farm Ride - Sam's Diner - 8 AM 
  
JULY  
2nd –  5th    Thur -  Sun GWRRA "Wing Ding", Tulsa OK 
4th -  Saturday Chapter G - Parade - Ft. Thomas, KY 
10th - Friday Chapter N’s Monthly Meeting @ Vanessa’s Heavenly Temptations – Dry Ridge 
14th - Tuesday Chapter G's Monthly Meeting @ Ramada Inn - Florence, KY  
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**  $25.00 Gift Certificate:  1 for Time - 1 for Mi les To Destination 
Excellent Couples Event 
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Complete Motorcycle Sales - Service Center   

� 
 

Show Your GWRRA 
Membership Card For 

Discounts 
��������	��
��
���������
�����

 

401 Outlet Center Drive #390 Georgetown, 
Kentucky 40324    
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Chapter Ball Caps $14.00 Each 
Order Now – Chapter Will 

Order When We Have 5 More Paid Orders  


